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February 15, 2025 
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Oklahoma State Board of Education 
 
Dear Superintendent Walters and the State Board of Education: 
 
 I am writing this letter to you in support of the revised Oklahoma Geography 
common education standards.  As a professor in the Department of Geography and 
Environmental Sustainability at the University of Oklahoma, and in my role as coordinator 
of the Oklahoma Alliance for Geographic Education (OKAGE), and as past-president of 
the OKAGE board of directors, I have spent the last thirty years working towards 
improving geographic literacy in Oklahoma.  OKAGE is a statewide partnership 
consisting of collegiate, pre-kindergarten - 12th grade teachers of geography and social 
studies and business and agency professionals and advances geographic literacy in our 
state through providing educators with professional development opportunities, 
academic networking, innovative teaching strategies, classroom materials, and model 
geography education programs.  
 What I have learned in my time working at OU and with OKAGE is that one key 
to producing a  literate citizenry is through the use of state standards which serve as 
both guideposts and benchmarks for teachers.  These standards are especially 
important for Geography, which is an often-misunderstood discipline.  The perception of 
Geography for many is that it is simply knowing where places are and the locations of 
landmarks such as capitals and rivers.  These items are important in understanding the 
world, but, more importantly, Geography is the study of places on Earth and their 
interrelationships as well as our relationships as humans with these locations and the 
world around them.  Geography provides students with a conceptual framework for 
linking events they experience at home and school with the world beyond their doorstep. 
Geography also teaches core concepts that are at the heart of the Oklahoma Standard 
and promote Oklahoma values. Geography does more than help students understand 
the world; it makes them become better citizens.  They are able to learn about and locate 
important events, whether they are local, regional, national, or international.   Ultimately 
this produces citizens who have the ability to use geographical knowledge to make 
informed decisions. Ultimately therefore, Geographically informed students will be 
effective leaders for our country.  
 In short, we cannot educate our students to be informed citizens without 
Geography.  This is especially true at the younger grades when students are just 
beginning to develop an understanding of the world around them.  Teachers and 
educators that work with our children need the necessary tools to be able to teach these 
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students. OKAGE has worked hard toward this end through workshops, lesson plan 
development, and a wide range of professional development and outreach programs, 
but we would be unable to aid in the development of the necessary curriculum and 
products without the state standards to serve as a framework for the key aspects of 
geographic knowledge. The state standards allow teachers to focus their teaching on 
relevant topics that have been identified and vetted by the standards committees and 
the Geographic education community overall across the state.  Our ability as educators 
to educate an informed citizenry depends on our collective ability to identify the critical 
and necessary core concepts to be taught to the students.  The state geography 
standards allow us to do this.  As Geography is a broad and synthesizing discipline, 
geographic knowledge expands when the key principles are taught as part of a 
consistent year-to-year strand throughout common education. Thus, it is crucial to have 
standards that clearly identify and articulate this strand throughout all of the elementary 
grades.  The critical 6th and 7th grade Geography classes can, with the right design of 
the standards and with properly trained teachers and with the support of groups like 
OKAGE, serve as a capstone and as an integrative summary which will develop in the 
students the necessary synthesis to advance their knowledge of their surroundings and 
their place in the world, and position students to succeed in high school and beyond.  
Thus, OKAGE and myself strongly support the ongoing efforts to advance and improve 
our state and our childrens’ education through the state geography standards.  Please 
feel free to contact me if you have any questions or if there is anything else with which I 
can help.   
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
J. Scott Greene, Ph.D. 
Professor  
Department of Geography and Environmental Sustainability, University of Oklahoma 
Coordinator, and past president, Board of Directors, Oklahoma Alliance for Geographic 
Education 
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Billy Friend
Chief

8 Turtle Drive
Wyandotte, OK 74370

Norman Hildebrand, Jr.
2nd Chief

Phone: 9l&67&2297
Fax:91&67G7022

January 24.2025

To whom it may concem,

On behalf of the Wyandotte Nation I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the
revised Oklahoma Social Studies Standards that now incorporate Tribal sovereignty as a core

element from I st grade through high school. These updates represent a crucial advancement in
ensuring that all students in Oklahoma gain a comprehensive and accurate understanding ofthe
rich histories. vibrant cultures. and distinctive govemance systems ofthe Tribal Nations in our
state.

These revisions are more than a curriculum update: they are a step toward fostering respect,

recognition. and mutual understanding among all communities. By embedding Tribal
sovereignty into the standards, Oklahoma is setting an example ofhow education can be a
pouerful tool for reconciliation and empowerment.

I am also encouraged by the commitment of the Oklahoma State Department of Education to
collaborate u'ith teachers and Tribal educators in developing instructional frameworks, lesson
plans. and resources. This collaborative approach will undoubtedly enhance the ability of
educators to bring these standards to life in meaningful ways, offering students deeper insights
into Native cultures and histories.

Your leadership and guidance are essential in this endeavor, and your continued support will
ensure that these standards are implemented successfully. By working together. we can help
create an educational system that not only honors the past but also inspires a future grounded in
respect. equity. and shared understanding.

Thank you lbr your dedication to this important work. I look forward to seeing the positive
impact these standards will have on students, educators. and communities across Oklahoma

Respectf'ull1,.

Bi y Friend

6
,(

Chief
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